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DISCOURSE, ke. 


T H 11 fie Kelter Paur. declares it to be a true 
ſaying, that II a Man deſire the office ofa 
« Biſhop, he deſireth a good work. By a Biſhop we 
underſtand, upon ſufficient warrant, the Paſtor of a 
ſingle Chriſtian Congregation, or at moſt of no more 
than He « can perſonally ſerve. This office is indeeda 
Work; as you have heard it well repreſentedby x my very | 
| relpeclab wh Brother; which, after all our beſt, will 
have been but imperſeQly diſcharged; and a goof 
one: a pious, uſeful, holy employment; Think, the 
beſt of all now io be found in the world, and there- 
fore worthy to be deſired by thoſe who have ability 
for i it, courage to undertake it, a ſenfe of the nature 
and importance of it, and a ſerious concern to 
fulfil it. But all are not without diſtinction to al. 
ſume it, or be admitted to it by the confeut of others, 
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when he direQs his beloved TIuorhy; © lay hands 

* ſuddenly on no man, neither be partaker of other 

men's ſins. 1. Ep. 5. i cannot be impro- 
2 cd 


per juſt io refer to his impo atalogue of the requi- 
ite qualifications for a Chriſtian Biſhop or Paſtor, in 
0 1 t Epfſlle to Tin irrt Pilhop 
meiſt be bam . e h of one wife: 
. e muſt in rea ſon be underſtood, that if a married 
man He ſhould have but one wife; neither living in Po- 
| 3 
of che former, which was a practice very been 
both among Jews and Gentiles of that age; vigilant, 
Jome 1 der; this Jober,, bug according to cha origi- 
pal ve from whence i ut is derived, which, ifies 
to be arc Mu * our tranffation, may as e ad- 
mitted, and 1 Hy Gear, a , perſon 1 7 to Fe 
N 11 the duties, f his 0 off ce; » Tober, o of good behaviour, . 
* given 0 ho ality, apt Ro, "both of a ſuſſici- 
175 Capacity and furniture, chrillian knowledge: 
lerahle elocution, 40 f 5 10 be at leaſt, audible and 
antellighh N 0 his Pa not gi ven to 8 not 
.*greedy;o Külz lucre. ut parent; not a pray! er, not 
*£QvetQus, —— not a Novice, or quite a Jar new con- 
ert ay ho might be likely tak be pn with Vanity, or to 
ehaye with, oſtentation and in lence — moreover "he 
* ©: mpſt have a goodireport of chem t are without, 4 
Koo maimained a creditable. charadter., an the world. 
lo.26 994 ah he obige of any eee 
Kytempt. 
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Theſe articles, Sir, though they will, many of them, be 
worthy rules of your future conduct, yet are not now 
recited with chat view. hut only as marks or qualificati- 
ons actually and already exiſting in the per ſon whom 
we ordain, or approve and recommend to Geb and 
the Churches inthe work of the Miniſtry; And I truſt 
that they are found in this young Gentlemunwho now 
preſents himſelf to our ſuſfrages and prayers: that 
he is not illiterate and unquali ſied, not of bad or ſuſ- 
pected character or morals, not altogether a ſtranger or 
unknown. We have had a goed account of you, 
Sir, from America; which Ms been jiflifie by your 
behaviour here. 0240 235.1 


The Apoſtle S ns to Tirus upon the ſame 
affair are of ug ſenſe, and i in many of the lame terms; 
ſo that I only. obſerve that he adds there, 1 Tir. g. 
« Holdig 5k the faithful ord. as He hath been 
© taught, * The early Preachers of Chriſtianiy had 
the advantäge above us, of, being taught eicher im- 
mediately from the ſpirit of Gov communicated by 
the Apoſtles" hands, or from the liviog inouchs of 
thoſe eminently inſpired. Men, or ſuch others as had 
received their inſtructions from them. t Vet is there 
@ Form of ſound words which we are carefully te re- 
tain and obſerve, without diminution, addition, er 
deviation. And what are theſe, but che words ol gur 
Lord its vs Cunts x, as delivered down to us by his 
iy Apoſtles and Evangeliſts ; the. writings. of the 

New 
+ As Tinorur and Tirus. 
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New. Teftament? Now, as it would be great incon- 
ſiſteney and hypocriſy for any one to engage in the 
chriſtian Miniſtry who was not himſelf in heart a 
Chriſtian; ſo che chriſtian Preacher who moſt cloſe- 
ly adheres to the doctrines and principles contained 
in theſe ſacred. records themſelves will be moſt ſound 
in the faith: He chat obſerves the Canons there ap- 
pointed will need few. or none more. Nor ought we, 
28 Chriſtians and Proteſtants, to admit of any; other 
Standard of truth, of any other Rule of Radler. 
« One is our Maſter even Cngisr; who has ex- 
preſy charged his diciples to call no man Father 
upon earth, as having authority over the ſaith or 
conſciences of others. And when, at the inſtigation 
of the Pork, a decree was made by the Imperial Diet 
at Srikx, in 1529, that Miniſters ſhould preach ac- 
1 coitfing 0 Br ſenſe and i imerpretati of ſcripture 
* approved by the Church,” a aufe was en- 
tered by fix Princes and fourteen GI &h, that no 
**dofrine was ſo certain as that of Gov's word, and 
nothing ſhould be taught beſides it —— This was 


* the only fure and infallible way: but che W 


ons er Men Had no certain foundation. vert ns 
25 V2. * Ls AY + ; 


e this famous Proceſt the honourable name of 
ProTesTavt was derived, as profeſſing a ſtrict ad- 
herence to Scripture "truth and authority, with the 
Tight of private judgment and interpretation, in op- 
PREY all ecclehallical injunctions and deciſions, 
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And it is with pleaſure that J can relate a ſimilar 
conduct of the Aſſembly of Divines at WESTMINSTER, 
as related by Mr. Puirir Nye, a Member of that Aſ- 
fondly ; ; to wit, © that the Scots Commiſhoners—— 

- propoſed, that the Anſwers in the Aſſembly's Short- 
* er Catechiſm ſhould be ſubſcribed by all the Mem- 
bers of the Aſſembly; intending very probably to 
* makethem a Standard of Orthodoxy : but the Aſ- 

* ſembly rejected the motion of the Commiſſioners, 
"after à couſiderable number in the Aſſembly had 
* ſhewn/ it was an unwarrantable impoſition upon 
*: Chriſtians. And the advice which the ſame Aſ- 
© ſembly.gave to the Parliament in their me runs 
in the following terms. They only adviſe, that 
« the perſon to be ordained be aſked: of his faith in 
„ Jxsvs Caxrisr ; of his perſuaſion of the truth of 
the reformed religion, according to the ſcriptures, 
and of his Zeal for the truth of the Goſpel and uni- 
ty of the church, againſt error and ſchiſm. + 


Our great and good Mr. BaxrEx, long after this, 
JN on a ſignal occaſion, in Nan Sens un 

t Vide Conſcientious „ ad defended, 
Printed for J. Noox, 4497 Page 77. And to the ſame effect. 
A Defence ef th Seriptures as the only Standard of Faith, by the 
Author of the Occaſional Paper, printed for Eman Matthews, 
171. Page 196. Likewiſe the religious Eflabliſiment in Scotland 

examined &c. printed for T. Cadel. 1771. P. 104. 


+ The religious Eſtabliſhment in Scotland examined. P. 104, Ho 


þ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| ES 


\ 


* with, f. chat: Gs own, word were taken for a ſafh- 
| * cient, form of our conſent LA cangord. } in order tg 
v union. and. ener N i bot 
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. Tadeed: our ah bs is 1 gte as. 4 Syllem, 70 
as it lies in gur Bibles, and in the words which the 


Holy Ghoſt teacheth, I may be granted that t here is 


an advantage in the method of Confeſſions of Faith 


which has been uſgd among the Proteſtant Diſſenters. 


on ſuch occaſions as the preſent, above a ſabfcription 
to any fixed and preſcribed forms; v:z, that every man 
is allowed to etpreſs his:own eee only, and in 
his on language. But ſtill to myſelf there appears 


0 be in chem ſome tacit or implied acknowledgment 


of a right in others to be Triers and Judges of the 


Candidates faith; ſome telick of the old impoſitions; 


and I am very apprehenſive that they have ſometimes 


been . nk EIT inconveniencies and 


. temptations... „ 5 8% 16 „ 


Vat accounts of the New Teſtament Ordinations 
are brieſ, and poſſibly ſome things might, :ogcafion- 
Ae a leaſt be done in them, of which we are not 
Fol 3 But as, we are not informed we do not 
know them. And in ts, kg upon this ſub- 
Jed, it hath, become matter of ferion debt with me, 
what 1 we have * e e n 
5 Ons 
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ous forwhioh we have no ſcripture precept or exam- 
ple. Jain affraid of going beyond my line; of taking 
an authority not given, or adding to what is written. 

To iaſtruct. to ex hort, to brach the word, in ſeaſon 
amd out of ſeaſon, boch ſtatedly and occaſionally, are 
genetal directions which may be applied to a variety 
of ocraſions: and theſe, I think, vindicate me * 
what I am now doing. 


in has been mentioned above; and may be reckoned 
among the qualificationsfor'the Epiſcopate or paſtoral 
office, that 2 man have a deſire to it. Need 1 aſk if 
this be your diſpoſition? would you otherwiſe ſland 
in your preſent ſituation? He that does ſhould hold 
faſt the orm q ſoun d words. Can this be judged of 
fo well by a verbal, ſingle declaration of his chriſtian 
faith, even in Yoripture terms, as by his general pro- 
feflion of it, regular attendance upon it's peculiar or- 
dinance, the Lord's Supper, and by his ſerious preach- 
in it? 4f a man can prevaricate and ſalſiſy in cheſe 
| know no Teſt Tufficient to hold him; to 

bind his own conſcience or give ſatisfaQion to others. 
1 do not apprehend that ſo muck. as a conſeſſion of 
his faith in general, even in ſcripture terms, was re- 
- quired or uſed in the -arſt Centuries of Chriſtianity, 
The perſon to be ordained was known already to be 

a Chriſtian, and ſtood forth in that avowed character. + 


5 I 1 think it is pretty evident, chat there is ubt one in- 
© ſtance throughout the whole New Teſtament, or in the 
; . Warne £3 1% IA EIU * Ancient 
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- But whatever may be thought as to the proprieiy 
of a general ſeripture declaration, 1 cannot but ex- 
preſs my acquięſcence in, my approbation ofthis young 
Gentleman's: forbearing a more large and particular 
confeſſion. And permit me likewiſe, good people of 
his congregation, to commend, to applaud your libe- 
ral, catholic, proteſlant, chriſtian en in not 2 d 


ing it. 


| Bad: 0 8 chriſtian ee when I conſider but a 
inde the office you undertake, and what I myſelf have 
Hund df it, who have but very imperſectly diſchargedit; 
it's ſolemnity and importance, the degree of thought and 
ſtudy it requires ſo execute it but moderately well; the 
difficuldes and doubts that may probably often occur 
to your on mind, as to points either of doctrine or 
of a N ts various 8 and (cntiments you 


7 
19 ce 0 may | 
| Pcs FER "= 7 - i 


979 ancient times of Ecclefiaftical Unterm not one — inflobes I "TY 
** of a-man e making a Confe ſſion of his faith to qualify him for 
dination as a Miniſter, if he had been a profeſſed diſcple of 
D Chriſt before. Zut it appears, that in ancient times men 
vVere ſet apart to the Miniſterial office, upon it's being known 
nd acknowledged that they were already Chriſtians; and 
not only ſo, but upon their being known and believed to be 
git to inſtruct others in the doQrines and duties of chriſtianity 
for which reaſon there was no occaſion to make an additional 
4: profeſhon. of faith, in order to. their being ſet apart to the 
* POM: Vide Mr. Joſeph. age bal s Sermons, P. 367+ 


er before the Nicene councel. | el 


(44) : 


may have to deal withiin- fome congregations ; and 
hom hard you may find it to pleaſe others, yourſelf 
and Go; the occaſion there may be ſometimes to 
Admomiſh and rebuke, ſometimes to comfort andꝭaſſiſt, 
even in caſes here you youiſelf may wantcomfort;the 
difficuliy there, is af carrying itproperly-betwixt cou- 
tending parties, with integrity, diſcretion and a regard 
to yur duty and their good; the patience, the meek- 
nels, the ſelf-deyial, the prudence, the compliance that 
may At fometimes, the fortitude that may at others be 
neceſſat but I cannot go over all I ain ready 
to ſay, inthe Apoltle's 8 language concerning his much 
higher office,. * who i is ſufficient for cheſe chings? 


The talk i hard. büt great, To follow, though 
at humble diſtance; ine Son of God) who ated in this 
very character. and preached rightcouſneſs i inthe great 

. congregatiom: to aſſert and maintain his ſole autho- 
7 cry over hrs church, hen it hath been invaded and 
infringed by the decrees, do@rines and tradhians of 

men: to preach Chriſt Jeſus the ALONE” Lord, 
and "ourſelves fervants! for Chiilt's ſake: to inſttuct 

"and perſuade! from tlie immediate oracles of divine 

truth: to mitiiſter, in effect, in the fanctuary; to bear, 
in a' goſpel ſenſe, the vefſels of the Eord: to be the 

mouth of men im addreſſing G od, and to ſpeak from 

God to men: to ſave ſouls from death, by their con- 

. Vetfion and reformation, and to hide a mukitude of 

ins: (o lead our fellow creatures by the hand to God 
*and glory theſe conſiderations might Carry. me to 
B mignißy 
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'\magnifyrour office: to alert it a benelicent;u facred, 
A venerahle. à noble employment. Oh! fuch indeed 
A 5,7 ure we ecquat to it. do we but in any Uegree 

ſuitably fulfil it. But we are frail imperſect men. 
-Happily/abe:Mafter whom we ſerve can have com- 
hes pen the inhrmities of ſuch EY enn e 
and ue heir ſincere enden vouts.] + 


Fou chooſe to take and exerciſe 9 78 Aale 
We ong Proteſtant Diffenters ; - whereby. you Join {1 
e number, and turn, your face from 
bg thoſe proſpects and encou ments which are 
na urally i ipviting, | And it may be affirmed, that the 
eſtibliſhed Church has ſhown a ' Cafficient readineſs to 
receive ſuch as bave gone off from us, of whom 
-lome bave attained 100 the higheſt proferments and 
dignitics ile others of, not inferior character or abili- 
ties havg choſen to cominuc among us. Tea. you 
ſeck character in life; which is in contempt with 
many: and expoſe. yourſelf to many futuze trials and 
Cifficukics among ſocieties. which, you cannot 
demand or obtain either reſpe8, compliance, or ſup- 
pon ſrom any one but as influenced by his dn con- 
ſeienge, judgment or inclination. But I forbear; 1 
. would, not diſcourage you. There are motives, there 
are rewards; and the grace of Gad is ſufficient 10 
oy eee ful rr e 

Ido not, according to what. has been faid already, 
e . 
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your motives and views in 'feeking the miniſtry in 
general or exetcifing it among us. But I judge not 
'tharT have any right to prevent you, if you chink it ne- 
cellary or proper to offer any thing to juſtify your- 
ſelf in one or the other, or if you apprehend that it 
will be to the ſatis faction or'edification of your own 
people or of this Audience in general: or that it is 
particularly ſuitable and proper on the preſent occa- 
fon. I neither require, nor diſſuade. Act entirely 
according to your own judgment. 18 | 


I beg this Audience to permit a word or two more, 


with reſpect to that part which is now foon to follow. 

We do not in che leaſt pretend, by the laying on of 
hands, to communicate any 8 tritual gifts or graces : 
we diſclaim any ſuch notion. 1. belonged th the Apo- 
ſtles alone to give the Hoh Spirit, even in chat firſt 
miraculous age of Chriſtianity: and the laying onof 
their hands for that purpofe was quite adiftiri and dif- 


ferentthing from that uſed for Miniſters in orditiations : : 
for their hands were often laid on fuch as were not 

0 be Miniſters. Timat y could not vol ſpiritual 
gilts, but yet He was to lay. op his han 

v. 22. Timothy himfelf received impoſition of 
/ hands from the Preſbytery, who ſtood in an inferior 
rank to that office of Eyangeliſt, which he either 
then received or in which He afterwards acted. . 
chapter. verſe the 14th. Een Saul and Barr 

were ſet apatt, or dedicated to a particular — 
al ſervice, by no higher perſo ons than the Prophets 
and Teachers, in the Church at Antioch, by faſting, 


/ 1Epiltle, 
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prayer and the * dn of their hands, by direction 
:of the divine ſpirit. Acts 1gth. 1—4: Which is af- 
- terwards;expreſſed,. ch. Ach. v. 26. as a recommen- 
dation of them to the grace of God for. the work 
- which they fulfilled. We ule it therefore as a ſcrip- 
tural and ſolemn; form, of benediction, prayer and 
commendation to ther grace of. God, in this eſpecial 
office; aud it may at the lame time be conſidercd as 
an expreſſion ol our on approbation of the perion 
to 'whom it is applied, our concurrence with the 
Church in their choice and call of Him to it. But 
whether this Rite doth properly inveſt and Kd 
or be eſſentially neceſſary to the office, has becn quel- 
. tioned by many judicious perſons. This point I do 
not take upon me to decide, or even to enter into at 
_ rpreſent, To myſelf the impolition of hands ſeems de- 
cent, ſcriptural and regular ; nor do I ſee any reaſon 
_to ſcruple or diſuſe i it on account of the injudicious 
opinions of Zome concerning it, or the vain and ex- 
ceſſiye pretences which have been "annexed to it, 
At the fame time, I make not the leaſt queſtion, that 
; accepted j in the miniſtry, and by ſuch hands as ours, 
have as valid a title to it as any chriſtian Miniſters 
now in che world. But all farther qualifications and 
' fanflifying influences God's, and not in our power 
1,40 beſtow. To his bl, 2 10 his owning : and crown- 
_ing the work of this w—_ ad giving it all defirable | 
- after ſaccefs, let us apply, and.commend' this young 
PFerſon on ä occaliop...1; 4; an 1 bas 
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DECLARATION 


Mr. 8 M I T H. 


T is with equal ſincerity and pleaſure, I embrace 

the preſent opportunity of declaring, that I look 
upon the Chriſtian Miniſtry, as a divine inſtitution ; 
hat I regard it both in an honourable and impor- 
tant light; | honourable, as an employment in which 
the Son of Gor and his Apoſtles have been engaged ; 
important, as it relates to the beſt and moſt eſſential 
intereſts of mankind ; — chat I believe the deſign of 
this miniſtry to be the promotion of religious know- 
ledge, genuine piety, perſonal virtue and univerſal be- 
nevolence among men; by theſe means the more ef- 
fectually to ſecure their preſent tranquillity, and train 
them up for a ſcene of greater perfection and happineſs 
hereafter ;— and that in order to this great end, it is 
the buſineſs of the miniſterial office, to aſſiſt men in 
obtaining a competent acquaintance with the ſacred 
truths of revelation, to eſtabliſh in their minds a due 
reverence of che Author of the Chriſtian religion and 
belief of his divine authority, and to perſuade them, 
by the united force of precept and example, to a chear- 
ſul obedience to the precepts: of his GOſ peel. 
wm With 
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With theſ theſe yiews of the nature and deſign of the 
ay ay: tharafter; wich, I wall, an unſeightd E. 
ſire of advancing the honour of my maker, che in- 
tereſt of the Redeemeris Kingdom in the world, and, 
what according to my apprehenſion is neceſſarily 
connected with it, the good sf my fellow creatures, I 
have undertaken the Paſtoral office, and ſhall think 
myſelf happy, if I am made thro' the divine bleſſing 
aceorhpariying my humble endeavours, the inſtru- 
ment of ſaving a ſoul from death,” and leading, tho 
it be only a fingle individual; in the way to life and 
happineſs. While divine providence is pleaſetl to 
continue! me in it, it is my reſolution, in dependence 
on the grace of Gon, faithfully to the beſt of my abil- 
ity to difcharge the duties of this office. Conſci- 
dus of my imperfections, and of the diligence, watch- 
fulneſs, real and prudence incumbent; on me, as a 
miniſter of C unis r. Irequeſt the prayers of my brethren 
in the miniſtry, and of you. my friends and n 
bates, eee 

The mſn. why 1 thok to EY my miniſtry 
| among We ee n * 


end Leben a0 W of worſhip, and of ads 
| diate the peculiar otdinances of Chriſtianity 
_ commonly adopted by the Proteſtant Diſlenters of this 
kingdom, to be more agreeable to the purity and ſim- 


8 becoming Chriſtian * more conſorma· 
11 ö ble 
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ble to the practice of the Apoſtolic Age, and more 
conducive to general edification, than the liturgy, form 
and ceremonies of the Eſtabliſhed Church. 


2. Becauſe I know of no ſuperior order among the 
miniſters of the Chrittian Church, inveſted by ſcrip- 
tural warrant with the ſole- right of ordination, confir- 
mat ion, and ecleſiaſtical diſcipline and government; 
the terms biſhop, preſbyter, or elder, and paſtor, uſed 
inthe New Teſtament, referring preciſcly to one and the 
ſame office; as for inſtance, in the 2oth. of the Acts of 
the Apoſtles, where we are told that Pavr A ſent from 
Miletus to Epheſus, and called the Elders of the 
church, whom he addreſſes, when they were come 
to him, in a different ſtyle, *take heed unto yourſelves, 
and all theflock, over the wifich the Holy Ghoſt hath 
made you Overſeers, or as the word nay be rendered, 
** Biſhops.” And in the Epiſtle to Trrus, the ſame 
Apoſtle writes, for this cauſe leftI thee in Crete, that 
chou ſhouldeſt ſet in order the things that are want- 
«ing and ordain Flders in every City, as I had ap- 
pointed thee;” yet in deſcribing the qualifications 
of theſe officers, to be ordained in every city, it is pre- 
ſently added, © for a Biſhop mult be blameleſs, as the 
« Steward of Gov.” Neither do I know that there is 
any authentic evidence from antiquity to prove, that 
the terms Biſhop, and Preſbyter were uſed to fignify 

any diſtinction of office in the chriſtian Church, ill 
very near che cloſe of the two firſt Centuries. 


3. Becauſe it is contrary to the right of private judge 
ment 
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ment-inherentin every man, and inconſiſtent with the 
allegiance I owe to the ſole law-giver and ſupreme 
head of the Church, even Jzsvs/CurtsT, to acknow- 
ledge that any man, or body of men, have power to 
« decree rites and ceremonies, or the leaſt A 
in controverſies of faith.” 


' 


Ys Becauſe © the holy ſcripture, (as expreſſed ; in the 
ſixth Article of the Church of England) containeth | 
all things neceſſary to ſalvation : ſo that whatfoever - 
is not read therein, nor may be proved thereby, 
is not to be required of any man, that it ſhould be 
«believed as an article of faith, or be thought requiſite 5 
or neceſſary to ſalvation,” And yet, notwithſtanding | 
this conſeſſion, it is indiſpenſably required of every 
candidate . for ordination, in the epiſcopal church, 
that he ſhould not only declare his. unfeigned aſſent 
and conſent to all and every thing contained in the 
'* book of common prayer,” but alfo ſubferibe his 
belief of articles, neither of which © is read in, and 
ſome of them, I think, upon ſerious examination; can- 
not fairly * be proved by the holy ſcripture.” 

Convinced of the juſtice: of theſe reaſons; I can- 
not with propriety ſeek for ordination in the church, 
eſtabliſhed by law, within this realm. But while 1 
thus Er declare the principles, on which I act 
as à Proteſtant Diſſenting miniſter, I beg leave at the 
ſame time to expreſs my hearty affection for all, who 
call“ CarsT © Maſterand Lord,” tho' their conduct 
may in ſome reſpects be different from mine, and my 
preſerit wiſh is, that we may equally e endeavour 0 


Keep che * of the {pix by in * bond of peace.” 


